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Monsoon set
to be longest
in over 50 yrs

TIMEE NEWE NETWORK

New Delhi: This vear, themonsoon i Delhi is
axpactaed to becne of the longestsince the Indi-
an meteorological department started main-
2inng records in 1241, Flaving broken over
DelhionJunels arcund isSdays beforenaormal,
thesyvsiemis showingnosignsof withdrawing
so far Withh another spell of rain expected
around October 3 arxd 4, met aofficials say that
withdrawal could happenarcund Octobher 13,

Between June 1 and September 30, thhe city
has recorded B875.8mm rainfall, 3Smm more
thannormalilforthe period. Theamuainaormal
rainfall in Delhiis 780mMmm.

Earlierthe longestmonsocnoverDelhiwas
recordedin 1255. Dr O P Singh. deputy director
general of the Deilhi regional meteorological
centrasaid, “The current monsoon is likely to
bethelongest over Deihiand NCR since the de-
partment had started mamtaining records in
1341 . Previocusly the longestmaonsoon over Del-
hiwas In 13568 Wwhen itlasted 111 days. Inview of
the predicted rain-
1956 RECORD fall spells over Del-
h in the coming
weaek, the lengthof the20l Smansconcould eas-
ily surpass it. The normal monsoon duration
overthecapitalisonlyv &85 dayvs.""heaesaid.

The monsoon had setover the city on June
1S as a result of the rapid progression of low
ressure hrom northwest Bayvy of Bengatl
an June 11, This had covered the whole of
orthwest India ina matter of daygs. Italso re-
sulted Iin the advance of the southwast mon-
sconoverthesntirecountryaimaoastamonth be-
fore normal and over Delhi and NCR about I35
dayvs beforennormal,

aofficials aof the regional meteocrological
centresaidthateventhoughsubduued monsoon
activity was observed over Delhi during the
fGrsest fortmight of September because of
absence of monsocon circulation over north-
weast Iindia, there was a sudden revival from
Septembeaer 21 when Safdarjung reported
Ze.smmofl rain.

‘A low preassure syvstem 1is present over
OdishaandadjomingnorthwestBayvofl Bengal
and a circulagdon over scutheast Rajasthan.,
Due to this tWwin systen:, moist easteriyv winds
are IIkelyv to prevail over northwest India*™
said anofficial.




